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When Democrats first set out to pass
historic legislation to boost our econ-
omy and invest in everyday Americans,
we knew that the task wouldn’t be
easy. The challenges that our country
faces are manifold and they are se-
vere—from the hardship of raising a
family to securing a good-paying job,
to affording something as basic as
healthcare and the cost of prescription
drugs.

Tackling these issues head-on was
sure to be an immense challenge. Doing
big things in Congress is always hard.
But we didn’t choose elected office just
to pursue the easy things. We came
here to do the hard things, the impor-
tant things, the things that will im-
pact Americans—working-class Ameri-
cans, middle-class Americans, those
struggling to get into the middle class
and those struggling to stay there—
that will impact those people for gen-
erations.

That is what these negotiations have
been about: doing the hard work to de-
liver something big for the American
people.

Nobody—nobody—is going to get ev-
erything they want, but we all know
we need to keep our promise to the
American people.

We need to tackle the climate crisis
head-on, and the programs we are try-
ing to enact will empower us to meet
the President’s emission goals.

We need to help working parents and
give every child in America a chance to
succeed in school and in life, and pro-
grams being discussed will help im-
prove countless of lives.

And we need, I believe, to strengthen
vital services, like Medicare—relied on
by millions of Americans—and to make
healthcare more affordable. I believe
this is so important, and we are work-
ing to get it done.

Democrats will continue fighting
until we are able to pass this trans-
formational legislation. The progress
of last week illustrated how, if we stick
together, work towards finding that
legislative sweet spot, then we can suc-
ceed.

That is worth a few hard days. In
fact, it is worth many hard days. We
have some more work to do, but we re-
main committed to forging ahead until
we reward the trust the American peo-
ple have placed in us.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-

dered.
——
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, 1.7
million people, that is the record-shat-
tering number of illegal immigrants
detained along our southern border in
just the last 12 months. In 1 year, 1.7
million people tried to take advantage
of the Biden administration’s inten-
tionally unsecure border and come here
illegally. This is the most ever re-
corded.

There are 11 States whose popu-
lations are smaller than 1.7 million. Of
the 1.7 million, more than 1 million
were single adults. That is nearly two-
thirds—not family units, not unaccom-
panied children, but adults on their
own.

In many cases, this is not about es-
caping disaster or persecution; this is
about wanting a better job in America.
It is less about emergency refugees and
more about economics. Legal immigra-
tion in pursuit of a better future is a
core part of our country. It reflects our
values, and it makes us stronger.

We are a generous country that
wants to welcome ambitious new
Americans who come here the right
way. But it is beyond disingenuous for
the Biden administration to pretend
that huge numbers of people who sim-
ply want better jobs are emergency ref-
ugees. Those are two entirely different
things.

In this 12-month span, authorities ar-
rested people from 160 different coun-
tries. In this 12-month span, authori-
ties arrested people from 160 different
countries.

Think about that. The U.S. recog-
nizes 195 countries in the entire world.
Customs and Border Protection ran
into people from all but 35 of the entire
number of countries in the world.

On numerous occasions, these people
have told reporters they are coming
specifically—specifically—because of
President Biden. His campaign rhetoric
and his policy decisions have directly—
directly—created this crisis.

Late last December, about a month
before the President took office, he lit-
erally said ‘‘the last thing we need”
would be if his administration pursued
policy changes that caused us to ‘‘end
up with 2 million people on our bor-
der.”

That was the President last Decem-
ber. That is how President-elect Biden
himself defined failure on our border
last December: 2 million people show-
ing up.

Well, that is exactly what he has
brought about, all because of the lib-
eral misapprehension that a weak and
porous border is a compassionate bor-
der. It is not.

Even now, even as President Biden
faces the exact definition of failure,
which he himself laid out, the adminis-
tration won’t change course. A few
weeks ago, Secretary Mayorkas re-
leased radical new guidance that essen-
tially tries to create amnesty by execu-
tive fiat.

This Mayorkas memo told ICE that,
now, being in the country illegally
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‘“‘should not alone be the basis’” for
making arrests—a baseline policy of no
enforcement, with exceptions for cer-
tain extenuating circumstances.

Last week, before the Judiciary Com-
mittee, under questioning from Sen-
ator CORNYN, even the President’s own
nominee to CBP had to admit that non-
enforcement policies are a magnet that
make the problem worse.

Even ©before the mnew Mayorkas
memo, over the whole last 12 months,
immigration arrests in the interior of
the country fell—fell—to their lowest
level in more than a decade. ICE ar-
rested half as many people this past
year as they did on average in previous
years.

Put two and two together: CBP en-
counters at the border are at historic
highs, but ICE enforcement is down to
a decade low—encounters at the border
at a historic high, but enforcement
down to a decade low.

This doesn’t make any sense, unless
we are looking at functional amnesty
through nonenforcement.

But even now, Democrats keep push-
ing more new policies to incentivize il-
legal immigration. Their next reckless
taxing-and-spending spree proposes to
double down on Democrats’ new
monthly welfare deposits that can flow
directly to people who are here ille-
gally. This is a Democrat-created crisis
from top to bottom.

—————

THE ECONOMY

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
now, on another matter. On the whole,
the taxing-and-spending spree the
Democrats want to ram through will
hurt families and help China. But when
you take a close look, there are some
special groups of people here at home
who would make out like bandits.
There are specific special interests
that Democrats take great pains to
look after.

Let me give you an example. A whole
chunk of money the Democrats’ pro-
posal supposedly sets aside for patient
healthcare would actually finance
ultragenerous benefits for members of
the powerful leftwing union, the SEIU.

The Big Labor bonanza doesn’t stop
there. Democrats’ tax plans would
allow the expiration of Americans’
above-the-line deduction for charitable
and nonprofit donations. But in its
place, they want to create a brandnew
subsidy for—listen to this—union dues.
Tough luck for the Red Cross and your
church collection plate; Washington
Democrats say Big Labor bosses come
first.

Democrats also propose lavishing bil-
lions of dollars on something they call
environmental and climate justice
block grants—environmental and cli-
mate justice block grants. That sounds
like a gift-wrapped giveaway to the
universe of nonprofits and activist
groups that seemingly exist to grift off
of government grants.

They would spend billions more on
tax credits to subsidize luxury pur-
chases that are overwhelmingly made
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